
 Zero Waste Stations 

Thank you for doing your part to reduce our community’s waste!  Zero Waste stations can reduce the 
garbage stream by up to 90%.

Each Zero Waste station set includes 3 coloured bins with bags, as well as signs stating what is and is 
not accepted in each bin.   Items are separated into Compostables, Refundables, and Containers 
(metal, plastic and paper).

Signage to direct attention to the Zero Waste stations is also available and recommended, as well as 
colourful aprons and baseball hats for station monitors.  Using volunteer monitors greatly reduces 
contamination of bins.

The stations, signs and uniforms are to be picked up & dropped off by event planners.  They are stored 
in a shed behind the Community Resource Centre (4752 Joyce Avenue), and you will be given a key to 
the lock when the damage deposit of $50 is dropped off to one of our team members.  Please ensure 
signs are wiped down and uniforms washed before returning them.

Thanks for your participation!  

Let’s Talk Trash (Abby, Tai & Ingalisa)          
www.  Lets  Talk  Trash  .ca      
info@letstalktrash.ca

NOTES about Compostables:
The bags are labeled ‘Biodegradable’ but should NOT be placed in any backyard composter.  They are, 
unfortunately, garbage if not clean enough to reuse. 

Compostables for a backyard composter OR the Community Composting drop off bin:   These CAN include 
paper napkins/plates, toothpicks, wooden skewers, all food scrapes including meat, bones, dairy, cooked & raw 
food.  Please remove all stickers, ties, food wrap or elastics.  The Town Centre Recycling depot (located in the
parking lot next to Rona Building Supply) accepts compostables for free during hours of operation (NO 
biodegradable or compostable plastic, please!).

Compostables being given to a farmer for Animal Feed: You may want a separate paper bag attached to the 
compost bin if you expect a lot of paper napkins/plates, toothpicks or wooden skewers.   These can be harmful to
farm animals, and should be excluded.
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ZERO WASTE STATION
SIGN OUT FORM

Please put an X through the trash can for every item you are borrowing:

 Zero Waste Stations:
*3 bins per set: Compostables, Refundables, Containers

How many? .............................................One or Two or Three sets? (please circle the number 
that applies)

Signage:
*All banners & signs read: This is a Zero Waste Event: Look for Zero Waste Stations

Zero Waste Event Banner..........................................One or Two? (please circle)
*You may need rope.  Banner has grommets.

Small Zero Waste Event Sign (in metal stand) .........One or Two? (please circle)

Large Zero Waste Event Sign (in metal stand) ..........One or Two? (please circle)

Station Monitor uniforms:

Zero Waste Event baseball caps (adjustable strap)...How many?

           __________

 Zero Waste Event aprons (one size fits most)............How many?

           __________



Check List:

Pre-Event
____ Fill out the Zero Waste Station Sign Out.
____ Provide a damage deposit cheque for $50, made out to Let’s Talk Trash team. Use of the stations 
is a free service for any event in Powell River! Damage deposit cheque will only be cashed, should 
damage occur.
____ Tell all those involved (vendors, kitchen staff…) your goal of a Zero Waste Event.
The earlier, the better to allow for conscious choices regarding all things that could create unnecessary 
waste.  (plates, cutlery, signage…)
____ Refer to our handy Zero Waste Guide for Event Planners on our website for more ideas on 
planning for a Zero Waste Event.
____ Consider best location(s) for the Zero Waste Stations. 
____ Put out a call for volunteers.  Ask us for suggestions on how to find volunteers.
____ Find a destination for the organics (Compostables) you collect.  
Are the organics going to animals or to a backyard composter?  There are different items acceptable 
depending on the destination.
Who is taking the organics home at the end of the event?
Decide who gets to return the Refundables for their deposit.  
Many people are happy to volunteer to do this!
____ Find someone to take & recycle the Containers, Styrofoam, and Paper collected.
Do they know where to recycle these items?
____ Decide if you are going to have regular garbage cans available, or if these will be removed or 
taped up.
____ Find a kind soul to wash the aprons (if borrowed) after the event.
____ Decide who will be picking up the stations before the event.
____ Decide who will be returning the stations after the event.

Event 
____ Put up banners and signage in highly visible locations.
____ Set up Zero Waste Stations.  Choosing the location(s) where most waste could be diverted.
____ Allocate volunteers to different roles (eg: monitoring stations, collecting compostables from the 
kitchen, ‘sweeping’ the tables for divertible waste, washing dishes, returning dishes to the 
kitchen/vendors).
____ Familiarize volunteers with the signage on the Zero Waste Stations, so they know what is and is 
not acceptable in each bin.   
____ Continuously monitor the bins to re-sort any improperly disposed of items.
Once contaminants are in a bin, more tend to accumulate.
____ Have fun educating the public about Zero Waste!  

Post-Event
____ Send the Compostables, Refundables and Containers with those who volunteered to collect them.
____ Wipe down the stations with a washcloth.
____ Wash dirty aprons.
____ Return Zero Waste Stations, signage, baseball caps & aprons borrowed.
____ Contact us with any feedback you might have! 
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